
 

IFAC Technology  

Initiatives & Content  

April 2021 – April 2023 

(Yellow Highlight = content since the previous edition) 

 

  Gateway 

Blockchain • Blockchain Technology: Shaping the Future of the Accountancy Profession (April 2021) 

Ethics  

• Paper 4:  Mindset and enabling skills of professional accountants (April 2022) 

• Paper 3: Identifying and mitigating bias and mis- and disinformation (Feb 2022) 

• Paper 2: Technology is a double-edged sword with both opportunities and challenges for the accountancy profession (Dec 2021) 

• Paper 1: Ethical Leadership in an Era of Complexity and Digital Change (Aug 2021) 

• Ethical Leadership in an Era of Complexity and Digital Change: Event Highlights  (May 2021) 

Other Tech 
Content 

• Deploying Emerging Technology to Fight Corruption (January 2023) 

• Achieving Greater Collaboration, Security and Transparency in Bulgaria’s Exam Preparation Through Digitalization (August 2022) 

• Digital Transformation & Innovation in Auditing: Insights from a Review of Academic Research (August 2022) 

• Staff Performance Evaluation in a Virtual Environment & the Hybrid Office (March 2021) 

 

https://www.ifac.org/knowledge-gateway/preparing-future-ready-professionals/discussion/blockchain-technology-shaping-future-accountancy-profession
https://www.ifac.org/knowledge-gateway/building-trust-ethics/publications/mindset-and-enabling-skills-professional-accountants-paper-4
https://www.ifac.org/knowledge-gateway/building-trust-ethics/publications/identifying-and-mitigating-bias-and-mis-and-disinformation-paper-3
https://www.ifac.org/knowledge-gateway/building-trust-ethics/publications/identifying-and-mitigating-bias-and-mis-and-disinformation-paper-3
https://www.ifac.org/knowledge-gateway/building-trust-ethics/publications/technology-double-edged-sword-both-opportunities-and-challenges-accountancy-profession-paper-2
https://www.ifac.org/knowledge-gateway/building-trust-ethics/publications/technology-double-edged-sword-both-opportunities-and-challenges-accountancy-profession-paper-2
https://www.ifac.org/knowledge-gateway/building-trust-ethics/publications/ethical-leadership-era-complexity-and-digital-change-paper-1
https://www.ifac.org/knowledge-gateway/building-trust-ethics/publications/ethical-leadership-era-complexity-and-digital-change-paper-1
https://www.ifac.org/knowledge-gateway/building-trust-ethics/discussion/ethical-leadership-era-complexity-and-digital-change-event-highlights
https://www.ifac.org/knowledge-gateway/building-trust-ethics/discussion/deploying-emerging-technology-fight-corruption
https://www.ifac.org/knowledge-gateway/preparing-future-ready-professionals/discussion/achieving-greater-collaboration-security-and-transparency-bulgaria-s-exam-preparation-through
https://www.ifac.org/knowledge-gateway/supporting-international-standards/discussion/digital-transformation-innovation-auditing-insights-review-academic-research
https://www.ifac.org/knowledge-gateway/preparing-future-ready-professionals/discussion/staff-performance-evaluation-virtual-environment-hybrid-office
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External 
Resources 

• Data analytics and visualizations tools: A primer for your digital audit transformation 

• BUSINESS TECHNOLOGY REPORT 2022 

• Excel Tips 

• Were The Jetsons right about the future of work? 

• How CPAs are leveraging technology to improve efficiency 

• Episode 1: What's keeping this technology-focused CPA up at night? 

• Flexibility, the best ability: Reimagining the tech workforce 

• Meet the CPAs who are charting innovative paths to the future 

• Accountants Combating Cybersecurity Challenges - Part 1 

• Accountants Combating Cybersecurity Challenges - Part 2 

 

 Professional Accountants in Business 

Data 
Governance 

• Digital Transformation and the Role of Accounting and Finance Professionals in this New Era (December 2022) 

• Data Sovereignty – An Opportunity or Challenge? (Pg. 10 – PAIB Publication December 2022) 

• Data management value chain | CPA Canada (joint IFAC/CPA Canada webinar, April 2022) 

• Digital Assets and Cryptocurrencies – A PAIB Perspective (Nov 2021) 

• Data and the Future-Fit Accountant (May 2021) 

 Small and Medium-sized Practices 

Cyber 
Security 

• Exploring the IESBA Code, A Focus on Technology - Artificial Intelligence (March 2022) 

• Responding to Cybersecurity Threats: What SMEs and Professional Accountants Need to Know (July 2021) 

Ethics • Ethics, Technology, and the Professional Accountant in the Digital Age | IFAC (April 2021) 

Other Tech 
Content 

 

• The Benefits and Challenges of Smaller Accountancy Practice Digitisation (January 2023) 

• Challenges, Initial Steps and Key Resources for Small Firm Digitalization (October 2022)  

• Insights on Small Firm Specialization with an Enhanced Focus on Business Advisory Services (Feb 2022) 

Webpage 

https://www.cpacanada.ca/en/business-and-accounting-resources/audit-and-assurance/blog/2023/march/data-analytics-visualization-tools-primer
https://www.cpacanada.ca/en/business-and-accounting-resources/audit-and-assurance/blog/2023/march/data-analytics-visualization-tools-primer
https://www.cpaaustralia.com.au/-/media/project/cpa/corporate/documents/tools-and-resources/business-management/business-technology-survey-2022.pdf?rev=67fd8523ea0b4609a51f23eb1d5a56ff
https://sites.libsyn.com/452598/EXCELTIPS/excel-tips-for-data-and-artificial-intelligence
https://sites.libsyn.com/452592/INTHEBLACK/were-the-jetsons-right-about-the-future-of-work
https://www.aicpa.org/resources/article/how-cpas-are-leveraging-technology-to-improve-efficiency
https://www.cpacanada.ca/en/foresight-initiative/podcast/season-4/uncertainty-for-tech-focused-cpa?sc_camp=3AA4B9E97BD64431A94986AEA081F53E
https://www2.deloitte.com/us/en/insights/focus/tech-trends/2023/tech-talent-retention.html?id=us%3A2em%3A3na%3A4diUS175826%3A5eng%3A6di%3A021423%3Amkid-K0174497&sfid=0031400002ytBVkAAM
https://www.cpacanada.ca/en/news/innovation/innovation-profiles-cpas?sc_camp=C9DB5D69519B4CABA5B7FA10E6E0B35C
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LyAbOsJKG_0&t=14s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rzBP1utrF_k&t=13s
https://www.ifac.org/knowledge-gateway/preparing-future-ready-professionals/publications/digital-transformation-and-role-accounting-and-finance-professionals-new-era
https://www.ifac.org/system/files/publications/files/PAIB-Finance-Business-Leaders.pdf#page=10
https://www.cpacanada.ca/en/career-and-professional-development/webinars/trends-issues/technology-and-information-management/data-management-value-chain
https://www.ifac.org/system/files/publications/files/PAIB-Report-Mainstreaming-Business-Sustainability_0.pdf#page=11
https://www.ifac.org/knowledge-gateway/preparing-future-ready-professionals/discussion/data-and-future-fit-accountant
https://www.ifac.org/knowledge-gateway/supporting-international-standards/publications/exploring-iesba-code-focus-technology-artificial-intelligence
https://www.ifac.org/events/responding-cybersecurity-threats-what-smes-and-professional-accountants-need-know
https://www.ifac.org/knowledge-gateway/supporting-international-standards/discussion/ethics-technology-and-professional-accountant-digital-age
https://www.ifac.org/knowledge-gateway/developing-accountancy-profession/discussion/benefits-and-challenges-smaller-accountancy-practice-digitisation
https://www.ifac.org/knowledge-gateway/preparing-future-ready-professionals/discussion/challenges-initial-steps-and-key-resources-small-firm-digitalization
https://www.ifac.org/knowledge-gateway/preparing-future-ready-professionals/discussion/insights-small-firm-specialization-enhanced-focus-business-advisory-services
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• Welcome to the Fast Future 

Podcast 
Series 

• The Fast Future With IFAC Podcast Series: Episode Six | IFAC (January 2023) 

• The Fast Future With IFAC Podcast Series: Episode Five | IFAC (September 2022) 

• The Fast Future with IFAC Podcast Series:  Episode Four (August 2022) 

• The Fast Future With IFAC Podcast Series:  Episode Three (May 2022) 

• The Fast Future With IFAC Podcast Series:  Episode Two (March 2022) 

• The Fast Future With IFAC Podcast Series:  Episode One (February 2022) 

 Accountancy Education 

Other Tech 
Conent 

• EdExchange Video Series page (March 2023) 

  E Tool 

• IFAC Accountancy Education E-Tool 

 

 Professional Accountancy Organization Development 

 

Articles 

• Deciding on the Right CRM Solution: PAOs Need a CRM That Works for Them (January 2022) 

• What Are Critical Success Factors for PAO Digital Transformations? (August 2021) 

• Building Resilience & Value during Uncertain Times: Taking Your PAO from Crisis to Recovery (July 2021) 

• Why Is a Cloud-based Accounting Migration the Right Choice for PAOs? (July 2021) 

• Perseverance, Purpose, Power: What Digitalization Means for PAOs (March 2021) 

• The Paperless Office: Five Steps to Make It a Reality (October 2021) 

 

IFAC & cloudThing’s PAO Digital Assessment Tool Series: Part 1–11 

• IFAC & cloudThing’s PAO Digital Assessment Tool Part 1: How To Assess Your Organizations Culture & Capability Ahead of a Digital 

Transformation  

• IFAC & cloudThing’s PAO Digital Assessment Tool Part 2: Assessing Your Organization’s Vision & Strategies Ahead of a Digital 

Transformation  

https://www.ifac.org/knowledge-gateway/preparing-future-ready-professionals/discussion/welcome-fast-future
https://www.ifac.org/news-events/2023-01/fast-future-ifac-podcast-series-episode-six
https://www.ifac.org/news-events/2022-09/fast-future-ifac-podcast-series-episode-five
https://www.ifac.org/news-events/2022-08/fast-future-ifac-podcast-series-episode-four
https://www.ifac.org/news-events/2022-05/fast-future-ifac-podcast-series-episode-three-1?utm_source=Unknown+List&utm_campaign=51987b6342-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2022_06_17_03_39&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_-51987b6342-
https://www.ifac.org/news-events/2022-03/fast-future-ifac-podcast-series-episode-two
https://www.ifac.org/news-events/2022-02/fast-future-ifac-podcast-series-episode-one
https://www.ifac.org/knowledge-gateway/preparing-future-ready-professionals/discussion/ifac-edexchange-video-series
https://education.ifac.org/index.html
https://www.ifac.org/knowledge-gateway/developing-accountancy-profession/discussion/deciding-right-crm-solution-paos-need-crm-works-them
https://www.ifac.org/knowledge-gateway/developing-accountancy-profession/discussion/what-are-critical-success-factors-pao-digital-transformations
https://www.ifac.org/knowledge-gateway/developing-accountancy-profession/discussion/building-resilience-value-during-uncertain-times-taking-your-pao-crisis-recovery
https://www.ifac.org/knowledge-gateway/developing-accountancy-profession/discussion/why-cloud-based-accounting-migration-right-choice-paos
https://www.ifac.org/knowledge-gateway/developing-accountancy-profession/discussion/perseverance-purpose-power-what-digitalization-means-paos
https://www.ifac.org/knowledge-gateway/preparing-future-ready-professionals/discussion/paperless-office-five-steps-make-it-reality
https://www.ifac.org/knowledge-gateway/developing-accountancy-profession/discussion/ifac-cloudthing-s-pao-digital-assessment-tool-part-1-how-assess-your-organizations-culture
https://www.ifac.org/knowledge-gateway/developing-accountancy-profession/discussion/ifac-cloudthing-s-pao-digital-assessment-tool-part-1-how-assess-your-organizations-culture
https://www.ifac.org/knowledge-gateway/developing-accountancy-profession/discussion/ifac-cloudthing-s-pao-digital-assessment-tool-part-2-assessing-your-organization-s-vision-strategies
https://www.ifac.org/knowledge-gateway/developing-accountancy-profession/discussion/ifac-cloudthing-s-pao-digital-assessment-tool-part-2-assessing-your-organization-s-vision-strategies
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• IFAC & cloudThing’s PAO Digital Assessment Tool Part 3: How Close Are You to Adding Automation to Your Business Systems?  

• IFAC & cloudThing’s PAO Digital Assessment Tool Part 4: Effective Talent Management Within A PAO  

• IFAC & cloudThing’s PAO Digital Readiness Assessment Tool Part 5: Is Your PAO Developing Products & Services Efficiently?  

• IFAC & cloudThing's PAO Digital Assessment Tool Part 6: How To Empower Your Sales & Marketing With New Technologies  

• IFAC & cloudThing's PAO Digital Assessment Tool Part 7: How Are You Driving Digital Engagement Amongst Your Members?  

• IFAC & cloudThing's PAO Digital Assessment Tool Part 8: Are Your Learning & Qualifications Processes Digitally-Led?  

• IFAC & cloudThing's PAO Digital Assessment Tool Part 9: The Role Governance Plays in a Digital Transformation 

• IFAC & cloudThing’s PAO Digital Assessment Tool Part 10: Applying Predictive Insights to Your Data (June 2021) 

• IFAC & cloudThing’s PAO Digital Assessment Tool Part 11: The Role of Change Management in Digital Transformations  

Additional Resources 

• IFAC’s PAO Digital Readiness Resource Series (YouTube playlist)  

• IFACs PAO Digital Transformation Series microsite 

 
 

https://www.ifac.org/knowledge-gateway/developing-accountancy-profession/discussion/ifac-cloudthing-s-pao-digital-assessment-tool-part-3-how-close-are-you-adding-automation-your
https://www.ifac.org/knowledge-gateway/developing-accountancy-profession/discussion/ifac-cloudthing-s-pao-digital-assessment-tool-part-4-effective-talent-management-within-pao
https://www.ifac.org/knowledge-gateway/developing-accountancy-profession/discussion/ifac-cloudthing-s-pao-digital-readiness-assessment-tool-part-5-your-pao-developing-products-services
https://www.ifac.org/knowledge-gateway/developing-accountancy-profession/discussion/ifac-cloudthings-pao-digital-assessment-tool-part-6-how-empower-your-sales-marketing-new
https://www.ifac.org/knowledge-gateway/developing-accountancy-profession/discussion/ifac-cloudthings-pao-digital-assessment-tool-part-7-how-are-you-driving-digital-engagement-amongst
https://www.ifac.org/knowledge-gateway/developing-accountancy-profession/discussion/ifac-cloudthings-pao-digital-assessment-tool-part-8-are-your-learning-qualifications-processes
https://www.ifac.org/knowledge-gateway/developing-accountancy-profession/discussion/ifac-cloudthings-pao-digital-assessment-tool-part-9-role-governance-plays-digital-transformation
https://www.ifac.org/knowledge-gateway/developing-accountancy-profession/discussion/ifac-cloudthing-s-pao-digital-assessment-tool-part-10-applying-predictive-insights-your-data
https://www.ifac.org/knowledge-gateway/developing-accountancy-profession/discussion/ifac-cloudthing-s-pao-digital-assessment-tool-part-11-role-change-management-digital-transformations
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLfuuMk7vk2dhfyy6phW5s1os2yyd5WhDj
https://www.ifac.org/knowledge-gateway/developing-accountancy-profession/discussion/pao-digital-transformation-series


 
 

IAASB, IESBA & IPSASB Technology  

Initiatives & Content  

April 2021 – April 2023 

(Yellow Highlight = content since the previous edition) 

 

 
International Auditing and Assurance Standards Board 

 

Webpages 

• Technology Focus Area webpage 

• IAASB Technology Project Page 

Non-Authoritative Guidance 

• Investigating Exceptions when Using Automated Tools and Techniques (February 2023) 

• Audit Planning When Using Automated Tools and Techniques (December 2021) 

Other Content 

• IAASB Digital Technology Market Scan:  Digital Assets (March 2023) 

• IAASB Digital Technology Market Scan:  Robotic Process Automation (January 2023) 

• IAASB Digital Technology Market Scan:  Homomorphic Encryption (Oct 2022) 

• IAASB Digital Technology Market Scan : Natural Language Processing (June 2022) 

• Assurance in the Digital Age (July 2022) 

•  IAASB Digital Technology Market Scan: API Access  (January 2022) 

• IAASB Digital Technology Market Scan: Artificial Intelligence—A Primer (March 2022) 

• Disruptive Technologies Roundtable Summary (March 2022) 

• IAASB Digital Technology Market Scan: Data Standardization  (October 2021) 

 

https://www.iaasb.org/focus-areas/technology
https://www.iaasb.org/consultations-projects/technology
https://www.iaasb.org/publications/non-authoritative-support-material-related-technology
https://www.iaasb.org/publications/non-authoritative-support-material-using-automated-tools-and-techniques-audit-planning
https://www.iaasb.org/news-events/2023-03/iaasb-digital-technology-market-scan-digital-assets
https://www.iaasb.org/news-events/2023-01/iaasb-digital-technology-market-scan-robotic-process-auto
https://www.iaasb.org/news-events/2022-10/iaasb-digital-technology-market-scan-homomorphic-encryption
https://www.iaasb.org/news-events/2022-06/iaasb-digital-technology-market-scan-natural-language-processing
https://www.iaasb.org/news-events/2022-07/assurance-digital-age
https://www.iaasb.org/news-events/2022-01/iaasb-digital-technology-market-scan-api-access
https://www.iaasb.org/news-events/2022-03/iaasb-digital-technology-market-scan-artificial-intelligence-primer
https://www.iaasb.org/publications/disruptive-technologies-roundtable-summary
https://www.iaasb.org/news-events/2021-10/iaasb-digital-technology-market-scan-data-standardization


 

6 
 

  International Ethics Standards Board for Accountants 

 Webpage 

• IESBA Technology Initiative Page 

Standards and Pronouncements 

• Technology-related Revisions to the Code (April 2023) 

• Proposed technology-related revisions to the Code (February 2022) 

Non-Authoritative Guidance 

• Technology Landscape: Artificial Intelligence (December 2022) 

• Technology Landscape: Blockchain  (December 2022) 

• Technology Landscape: Cloud Computing  (December 2022) 

• Technology Landscape: Robotics Process Automation (December 2022) 

• Technology Landscape: Other Technologies (December 2022) 

• Technology Landscape: Focus on Data Governance (December 2022) 

• Technology and the Public Interest Accountability of Professional Accountants  (December 2022) 

• Technology and Multidisciplinary Teams (December 2022) 

• Technology and the Potential Ethics Impact Behavior of PAs: Competence and Due Care  (December 2022) 

• Technology and the Potential Ethics Impact Behavior of PAs: Responsibility for Transparency and Confidentiality  (December 2022) 

• Technology and the Potential Ethics Impact Behavior of PAs: Objectivity  (December 2022) 

• Technology and the Potential Ethics Impact Behavior of PAs: Independence  (December 2022) 

• IESBA Technology Working Group Phase 2 Fact Finding Report 

• Exploring the IESBA Code:  A Focus on Technology( November 2022) 

• Ethical Leadership in a Digital Era:  Applying the IESBA Code to Selected Technology-Related Scenarios (September 2022) 

• Exploring the IESBA Code, A Focus on Technology - Artificial Intelligence (March 2022) 

• June 2021 IESBA Working Group Briefing Paper | IFAC (ethicsboard.org) (June 2021) 

Videos 

https://www.ethicsboard.org/consultations-projects/technology
https://www.ethicsboard.org/publications/proposed-technology-related-revisions-code
https://www.ethicsboard.org/publications/technology-landscape-artificial-intelligence
https://www.ethicsboard.org/publications/technology-landscape-blockchain
https://www.ifac.org/_flysystem/azure-private/uploads/IESBA/Technology%20Landscape-Cloud%20Computing-NAM-V1.pdf
https://www.ifac.org/_flysystem/azure-private/uploads/IESBA/Technology%20Landscape-Robotics%20Process%20Automation-NAM-V1.pdf
https://www.ethicsboard.org/publications/technology-landscape-other-technologies
https://www.ifac.org/_flysystem/azure-private/uploads/IESBA/Technology%20Landscape-Focus%20on%20Data%20Governance-NAM-V1.pdf
https://www.ethicsboard.org/publications/public-interest-accountability-professional-accountants
https://www.ifac.org/iesba/publications/multidisciplinary-teams
https://www.ethicsboard.org/publications/potential-ethics-impact-behavior-pas-competence-and-due-care
https://www.ethicsboard.org/publications/potential-ethics-impact-behavior-pas-responsibility-transparency-and-confidentiality
https://www.ethicsboard.org/publications/potential-ethics-impact-behavior-pas-objectivity
https://www.ethicsboard.org/publications/potential-ethics-impact-behavior-pas-independence
https://www.ethicsboard.org/publications/iesba-technology-working-group-phase-2-report
https://www.ifac.org/knowledge-gateway/building-trust-ethics/publications/exploring-iesba-code-focus-technology
https://www.ethicsboard.org/publications/ethical-leadership-digital-era-applying-iesba-code-selected-technology-related-scenarios?utm_source=Main%20List%20New&utm_campaign=c00100d5ed-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2022_09_26_12_34&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_c325307f2b-c00100d5ed-80688232
https://www.ifac.org/knowledge-gateway/supporting-international-standards/publications/exploring-iesba-code-focus-technology-artificial-intelligence
https://www.ethicsboard.org/publications/june-2021-iesba-working-group-briefing-paper
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t6Yq0mRBzXg
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• Ethics for Sustainable Artificial Intelligence Adoption: Connecting AI and ESG (September 2021) 

• Panel discussion: Ethics for Sustainable Artificial Intelligence Adoption: Connecting AI and ESG (September 2021) 

• Cybersecurity and the Accounting Profession (September 2021) 

• Cybersecurity: State of Play (September 2021) 

• Robotic Process Automation (RPA): Transforming the Finance Function (September 2021) 

• Use of Blockchain in Corporate and Financial Reporting and Regulatory Implications (June 2021) 

• Blockchain and Internal Control:  Relevant Insights and Perspectives (June 2021) 

• Blockchain and the Accounting Profession:  Perspectives from Literature with an Emphasis on Ethics  (June 2021) 

 

 International Public Sector Accounting Standards Board 

 • IPSASB monitoring stakeholder input for where 'technology' support may be useful. Currently no dedicated ongoing/identified initiatives 

raised by stakeholders. Monitoring continues. 

• Monitoring potential developments on intangible assets (which could include software and other technology-related assets) at the 

International Accounting Standards Board. The IASB chair mentioned the topic at a standards-setter conference in September 2021, but 

no formal additions have been made to their work plan. 

• “2021 Call for Papers- Financial Reporting Impacts of Digitization in the Public Sector” - – No qualifying entries were received on this topic. 

(December 2021) 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t6Yq0mRBzXg
https://event.on24.com/wcc/r/3395586/2D99ACEBD0886E78C1A6D4A3CE45A919?partnerref=IESBA
https://youtu.be/yz84MaTRWrQ
https://youtu.be/EJmgG1OLbEM
https://youtu.be/rAXBrszWb64
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UIPLCSvpT0g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UIPLCSvpT0g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F9-Y8JQoHpo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Vxm9Hq1JhNo
https://www.ipsasb.org/publications/academic-advisory-group

