MODERNIZING
INTERNATIONAL

EDUCATION
STANDARD 6

Formal Assessment of
Professional Competence

IFAC member organizations are
required to:

¢ Adopt and implement the revised IES 6
(Revised) within their jurisdiction.

* Where responsibility for Initial
Professional Development is shared
or external, use their best endeavors
to promote compliance with these
updates.

EFFECTIVE DATE

IES 6 (Revised) is effective from
July 1, 2026. Earlier adoption is
permitted and encouraged.

ABOUT THE
INTERNATIONAL
EDUCATION
STANDARDS

Why did IES 6 need to be modernized?

Formal assessments are a key component of the journey to becoming a professional
accountant. Each year, thousands of aspiring professional accountants undergo
assessments to determine their readiness to join the global profession. These assessments
take various formats, including in-person, paper- or computer-based examinations. With
technological advancements, formal assessments are increasingly delivered through
remote and online formats.

The revisions to IES 6, Formal Assessment of Professional Competence, reflect these global
changes, modernizing and clarifying the standard to ensure its relevance and longevity.

Who do the changes apply to?

IES 6 (Revised) applies to all IFAC member organizations when conducting formal
assessments of aspiring professional accountants by the end of their Initial Professional
Development.

IES 6 (Revised) aligns with the principle-based approach of the International Education
Standards, which allows for IFAC member organizations to interpret the standards

in their jurisdictional context. Additionally, non-IFAC members —such as universities,
academics, or training providers—may voluntarily adopt the standard when delivering
formal assessments.

What do the revisions to IES 6 cover?

The revisions update the principles of formal assessment, modernize the wording,
and enhance clarity. Key enhancements include:

¢ Two new principles of formal assessment: authenticity and integrity.
¢ An expanded principle of equity, incorporating accessibility and inclusivity.

e Clarified wording and revised illustrative examples.

¢ Conforming amendments across the other IESs to align and update
terminology and references.

The International Education Standards (IESs), issued by IFAC, provide a globally recognized baseline for
professional accountancy education. IFAC member organizations—champions of professional quality and
integrity—use the [ESs to develop strong, ethical, and competent accountants who serve the public interest.
By working together, IFAC and its members shape the future of the profession through learning, innovation,

and a collective commitment to excellence.
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